
Widely considered one of Arizona’s preeminent litigators and trial attorneys, Bill is a founding partner of the firm with

extensive experience representing both large and small enterprises in complex commercial and tort matters. He has

tried dozens of cases to verdict in state and federal courts throughout the country and has appeared before many

regulatory and administrative entities. Bill is often called upon by national companies to handle critical litigation and

trials both in Arizona and other jurisdictions.

During the course of his 30-plus years as an attorney in Arizona, Bill has represented a diverse group of clients

including manufacturers, financial institutions, trucking companies, railroads, employers, and governmental entities. 

He  has vast experience in a wide array of subject matters including products liability, personal injury defense,

premises liability, medical malpractice, professional liability, negligent road design, dram shop claims, bad faith

insurance, business torts, securities, partnership and shareholder disputes, employment matters, intellectual

property, real estate disputes, environmental contamination, and commercial disputes.

In addition to successfully litigating cases on behalf of his clients, Bill has also handled dozens of appeals. He has

argued cases before the Arizona Supreme Court, the Arizona Court of Appeals, the California Court of Appeals, the

Eighth Circuit of the United States Court of Appeals, and the Ninth Circuit of the United States Court of Appeals.

Bill’s broad-based litigation skills are reflected by his listing in Southwest Super Lawyers®, for Civil Litigation

Defense, his designation for personal injury defense in Best Lawyers in America®, Personal Injury Litigation-

Defendants and Railroad Law, 2005-2021, and his designation as a leading commercial litigator in Chambers USA,

Leading Lawyers for Business. He has sustained an AV Preeminent® rating by Martindale-Hubbell for 25 years.

Before forming Thorpe Shwer, Bill was a Director at Fennemore Craig, one of the largest law firms in the Southwest,

where he had served for many years as the Chair of the Litigation Department.
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